
Minority Health Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Chad Brown Health Center ---285A Chad Brown Street Providence, RI 02908 

February 23, 2009 

 
Call meeting to Order 

Aleatha Dickerson, MHPC Co-Chair 
 
 
Welcome from Host Agency  

Jennifer Chaves, MHPC Coordinator 

Attendees  

Members Present: Aleatha Dickerson, Yvette Mendez, Deborah Perry, Mary 
Falvey, Julie Rawlings, Debbie Correia Morales, Betty Bernal, Dannie Ritchie, Norma 
Hardy, Ammala Douangsavanh, Jennifer Chaves, Deborah Perry, 
Members Excused Absent: Maria Sansiveri 
Members Unexcused Absent: Vinnie Velazquez, Donna Huntley-Newby, Maria 
Barros, Helena Friedmann, Janet Anderson, and Gloria Hincapie 
HEALTH Staff & Guest Present: Dr. David Gifford, Helen Drew, Carrie Bridges, 
Rilwan Feyisitan, J. Sobern, Rita Silva 

 
Review of Minutes  

 
□ Tabled  ___________________________________  

 
 
Minority Health Advisory Business 

             
□ OMH State Updates 
 

□ State Partner Updates 
No State partner updates provided 
 

□ Community Updates 
 

 

Business 
 

□ Recap of 2009 Annual Meeting 
Feedback about the meeting generally was very good. Members that attended 
expressed a desire to have more time added for dialog and exchange wit attendees. 



 

□ Medicaid Global Waiver 
Information about the Global Waiver was still being vetted. Members were invited to 
attend the next Primary Care Physician Advisory Committee meeting on Wednesday, 
February 25, 2009. Gary Alexander, Acting Secretary, RI Executive Office of Health 
& Human Services is scheduled to answer RI specific questions about the waiver. 

 

□ Impact of Federal Stimulus Package  
The Advisory Board discussed the Conference Report on American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act. Much of the funding would be time limited. Concerns were raised 
about the current request for proposal process the department works under being 
very slow and problematic.  Currently, the department can not exceed increasing a 
current contract more than 25% of the base award. Also, the scope of work cannot 
change.  
There were 4 main areas that information was starting to be released about funding. 
These areas are: 

� Health information technology 

� Prevention funding: Immunization would be a large component 

� Housing: Weatherization would be a large component 

� Water Systems 
 

□ Sub-Committee Planning Updates 
Were tabled due to lengthy discussion on the Stimulus Package        

 
Open Comments / Discussion 

• Helen Drew shared with the advisory ways other states were soliciting impute on 
spending of the Stimulus Package. A general conversation started about how the 
department could best direct these resources to address eliminating disparities. A couple 
of recommendations were made. It was decide to dedicate some of the March meeting to 
making some recommendations. 

• A question was asked about the hospital merger application currently being reviewed.  

 

Adjournment 

 
Adjourned the meeting at: 11:00am 

 


